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Best       Bestof  the

Every yea, the Woodwork 

Institute recognizes 

excellence in the woodworking 

and architectural industries 

with a series of awads. This 

yea’s awads night program 

will be held on Octobe 15 at 

the Eldorado Hotel & Casino 

Crystal Ballroom during 

the Institute’s 53d Annual 

Conference in Reno, Nevada. 

The Institute would like to 

thank E.B. Bradley Co. and 

West Coast Laminating fo 

thei financial support of the 

event. Wood Digest served  

as the evening’s official  

media sponso. 

caption
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Bernard B. Barber Jr. Awards for Excellence
for outstanding use of architectural woodwork 

The Institute’s most prestigious award, the Bernard B. Barber Jr. Award for Excel-
lence is given to examples of outstanding architectural millwork. The award is named 
in honor of Mr. Bernard Barber, who has dedicated more than 40 years to the Wood-
work Institute. Since the first Bernard B. Barber Jr. Award for Excellence was given in 
1965, over 100 projects have received this recognition.

Bernard B. Barber Jr. Award for Excellence nominees may be submitted by any 
design professional or Woodwork Institute member who was contractually tied to the 
project. Specifications must require Certified or Monitored Compliance to be eligible. 
A full list of past winners and entry forms can be viewed on the Institute’s website at 
www.woodworkinstitute.com/awards

The following projects have been awarded the Bernard B. Barber Jr. Award for 
Excellence by the Institute’s Board of Directors in the last year:

Fong Library, School of Optometry, University of California, Berkeley
Noll & Tam, architects

NV Heathorn, general contractor

Five Star Fixtures, fabricator/installer

“As with most higher education projects, the design standards and user expecta-
tions were high but the budget was tight,” said Janet Tam of Noll & Tam. “Our firm 

caption

30  Archetype  fallwinter2004  www.woodworkinstitute.com



worked within an outdated 60-year-old infrastructure on a fixed footprint to trans-
form the entire fourth floor of Minor Hall into a state-of-the-art student resource 
center. The 5,000 square foot project encompassed a new library, lecture theater, 
computer laboratory, and small meeting rooms.

“The millwork includes a reference desk, framed openings for bookshelves, wain-
scoting and chair rails, lattice work at partial height walls, locking book cabinets 
and display cases, lecture room casework for storage and audio-visual equipment, and 
wood grid and slat ceilings. All of the wood trim and exposed casework was of book-
matched, European steamed beech with a clear transparent finish.

“Two of the most challenging parts of the project were color-matching the 
steamed European beech wood and building a reception counter that could be taken 
apart and reassembled to look like it was one piece since it had to be carried up 
to the fourth floor for installation. Woodwork Institute member Kristan Hawkins 
Architectural Detailing did the shop drawings for the reception counter, which was 
crucial to the finished project.”

Amini Innovation Corporation, Pico Rivera, CA
JCM Facilities Planning & Management, architect

Oltmans Construction Co., general contractor

Roy E. Whitehead, Inc., fabricator/installer

“Early on in the Amini project, Roy E. Whitehead, Inc. provided technical assis-

caption
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tance in the design of the oval ceiling, wainscoting, radius stairs, moldings, cabinets, 
doors, door frames, and hardware,” said Marc Pendleton of Roy E. Whitehead, Inc. 
“Woodwork Institute member Eggers Industries provided most of the doors in the 
project.

“The Amini project included plain-sliced makore mahogany paneling, mouldings, 
and custom-pressed radius panels. The oval ceiling, which consisted of a large radius 
crown moulding with a circle in the center and spokes that went out from the center, 
was a challenge to execute. The wainscoting at the radius stairs was also challenging.”

Carpenters Union, Oakland, CA
Vitae Architecture, architect

South Bay Construction, general contractor

Balliet Bros. Construction, fabricator/installer

“Balliet Bros. met with the architect several times to assist with value engineer-
ing and the selection of veneers and hardware, and then contracted with another 
Woodwork Institute member, Exotic Hardwoods & Veneers of Oakland, CA, for the 
custom panels,” said Mike Warren of Balliet Bros. Construction.

“In this project, two conference rooms feature bi-folding pocket doors and 
pass-through cabinets. Each conference room is next to a food service area and a 
pass-through cabinet was constructed to allow refreshments and meals to be passed 
discreetly from the preparation area to the conference room. The conference room 

caption
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walls are completely paneled with bi-
folding pocket doors that slide into the 
walls to reveal the pass-through area. 
This feature was added to keep meet-
ings confi dential and uninterrupted. 
The hardware used in the pocket doors 
and pass-through cabinets was one of 
the biggest challenges of the project.”

Ralph B. McClure 
Craftsmanship Awards
for outstanding craftsmanship

The Ralph B. McClure Craftsman-
ship Award is given in recognition of 
those Woodwork Institute member 
fi rms that have fabricated and/or 
installed quality millwork conform-
ing to the Institute’s standards. Three 
member projects are chosen as fi nalists 
for the award every year and each is 
given a Craftsmanship Certifi cate of 
Recognition. One is chosen to receive 
the Ralph B. McClure Craftsmanship 
Award during the annual Woodwork 
Institute conference. Past winners of 
the Craftsmanship Awards and entry 
forms can be viewed on the Institute’s 
website at www.woodworkinstitute.
com/awards

The Ralph B. McClure Craftsman-
ship Award fi nalists during the last year:

Carpenters Union, Oakland, 
CA - fi nalist
Balliet Bros. Construction

Property Management Co., 
XXXX, CA - fi nalist
Nelson & Sons

Mountain Greenery, Stateline, 
NV - Ralph B. McClure 
Craftsmanship Award recipient
Diamond Woodcraft

Wilbur L. Johnston 
Awards for Excellence
for outstanding woodwork 
specifi cations

Named for Wilbur L. Johnston, a 
CSI fellow and Woodwork Institute 
Director of Architectural Services for 
21 years, the Wilbur L. Johnston Award 

 2004 Finalist, Ralph B. McClure Craft smanship Award 
2197 Ruth Street Suite #1  • South Lake Tahoe CA 96150 

(530) 541-0866  •  Fax (530) 541-0868 

Diamond Woodcraft 

for Excellence is given to specifi cation 
writers and architectural fi rms that have 
written outstanding millwork specifi ca-
tions utilizing the Institute’s standards. 
Woodwork Institute Field Staff select 
and recommend the recipients of the 
Wilbur L. Johnston Award for Excel-
lence among the projects they have had 
the opportunity to review. First awarded 
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Sherman Parent Insurance

Carolyn Munoz
Belmont New Primary Center 2

Richard M. Sinner, CSI, CCS
Belmont Police Department  
& City Hall

Juvenile Justice Campus  
Bid Package 2

UCD Tercero Dining Commons 
Expansion

Rich Schoenwald & Teter a+e
Bullard Talent Elementary School

Fields & Deveraux with Carol 
Johnson, CSI
Cahuenga Elementary School

Martinez Architects, Inc.
Cesar Chavez Elementary

Mandy Porter
Chaparral Music and Classroom 
Buildings

Pitassi Architects, Inc.
Claremont Corporate Yard

in 1988, past winners of the Wilbur L. 
Johnston Awards for Excellence can 
be viewed at www.woodworkinstitute.
com/awards

The following specification writ-
ers and architectural firms have been 
awarded the Wilbur L. Johnston Award 
for Excellence in 2003-2004:

Perkins & Will
Antelope Crossing Middle School 
Phase 3

Central Los Angeles High School I

caption
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George Wienn, AIA
Coachella Valley Animal Campus

Carlos Caceres, AIA
Coalinga Middle School 
Gymnasium

BFGC Architects Planners, Inc. 
San Jose
Collins Middle School

BFGC Architects Planners, Inc. 
Oakland
Empire Gardens Elementary School

BFGC Architects Planners, Inc. 
Bakersfield
Lakeside School

John Raeber, FAIA, FCSI, CCS
Condominium at  
601 McArthur Blvd.

James Kenney Recreation  
Center Renovation

Public Health Laboratory

John Raeber & Field Paoli 
Architects
Cupertino Sports Center Remodel

John Raeber, CSI &  
Kappe+Du Architects
Borges Ranch Kitchen Building

Martinez Architects, Inc.
Curren Elementary School

Drifill Elementary School

Lemonwood Elementary School

McKinna Elementary School

El Rio Elementary School

Candice Wong, AIA
Fire Station #20

Kal Porter
Foster and Highlands Elementary 
Schools Child Care

Mun Ying Kung, AIA
Greenfield Middle School
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■  Manual of Millwork
 The definitive resource  

for Woodwork Institute 
standards

■  Quality control 
options

 Ensuring your projects 
meet your expectations

■  Continuing education 
credits

 Enabling you to 
satisfy your education 
requirements

■  Engineering 
consultations

 Helping you make your 
design a reality

Architects 
& Designers
Did you know that 
Woodwork Institute 

offers you  
these benefits at no 

charge to you?

WOODWORK INSTITUTE
PO BOX 980247

WEST SACRAMENTO, CA 95798-0247
(916) 372-9943

FAX (916) 372-9950

To find out how  
Woodwork Institute can  
give you a competitive  

advantage,  
contact our Administrative  

Office or visit the  
Web site at 

www.woodworkinstitute.com

Mike Lusso
Health and Human Services Center 
Phase 1

Charles T. Bryant & Associates
Harding Elementary School 
Modernization

The Steinberg Group
Historic Hoover Middle School

HMC Architects
Kimbark, King, Muscoy, Vermont 
Schools

Dave Paoli, AIA
Lafayette Veterans’ Memorial 
Building

FTA Architecture &  
Planning, Inc.
Lee Elementary School Kitchen

WLC Architects
Lee Middle School Modernization

caption

36  Archetype  fallwinter2004  www.woodworkinstitute.com



 
would like to recognize and 

thank the following sponsors for their 
generous contributions to our 

53rd Annual Conference in Reno, Nevada

E.B. Bradley Co. & West Coast Laminating
(323) 585-9201

www.ebbradley.com
Awards Night sponsor

Louis & Company
(800) 422-4389

www.louisandcompany.com
Keynote Breakfast sponsor

ISEC, Inc.
(303) 790-1444
www.isecinc.com

George Hernandez Golf Tournament sponsor

J.E. Higgins Lumber Co.
(800) 241-1883
www.higlum.com

Registration sponsor

Donors to the golf tournament:
Accuride

Deerwood Fasteners
Rockford Process Control
Roseburg Forest Products

Weyerhaeuser



Quatro Design Group
Los Altos Elementary School

Ken Rossi
Los Angeles Elementary School

Michael Merino Architects
Merle S. Casey Elementary School

Maurice Macare
Rose, Spangler & Weller Schools

PSWC Group
Flory Elementary School

Peach Hill Elementary School

Marvin Chew, AIA, CSI, SCIP
McMurtrey Aquatics Center

Van Nuys Sherman Oaks 
Gymnasium

Mangini Associates
Addition to William R. Buckley 
Elementary School

Edwin S. Darden  
Associates, Inc.
Clovis School District  
Office Remodel

James C. Enochs High School

Rod Round, AIA
Butte College Chico Center

Deems Lewis McKinley with 
Marshall Wake, CSI
Kaserberg Elementary School

Reed Elementary School

Greg Hammers
Rio Vista Early Childhood 
Development  
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